Anaesthetic and perioperative management of paediatric organ recipients in nontransplant surgery.
The number and success rate of paediatric organ transplantation continue to improve yearly, and the number of transplanted children presenting for either elective or emergency nontransplant surgery is expected to increase accordingly. The general considerations related to any transplant recipient are the physiological and pharmacological problems of allograft denervation, the side effects of immunosuppression, the risk of infection, and the potential for rejection. Preoperative assessment of transplant recipients undergoing non-transplant surgery should focus on graft function, the risk of infection, and function of other organs. Local, regional, or general anaesthesia can be safely delivered to transplant recipients. Specific anaesthetic considerations related to the type of transplantation, have an impact directly on anaesthetic and perioperative management. Since anaesthetists and surgeons in hospitals who are not involved in transplantations, may be required to manage paediatric transplant recipients, the reviews of the existing experience in this field will be valuable tools in their hands.